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Background
In May 2009 immediately after I participated on CSE/AJPP annual meeting in Pittsburgh, I made two days working visit to Annals of Internal Medicine Head Office in Philadelphia as Ethiopian Journal of Health Sciences (EJHS) had been matched with Annals of Internal Medicine as part of the African Journal Partnership Project.  During my visit to Annals, Dr Harold Sox was to retire from his position at Annals.  After expressing his enthusiasm to support the partnership, he was so kind to offer me that he would like to come to Ethiopia for an extended visit to assist EJHS. Then I discussed with my colleagues back home and decided to utilize Dr Sox’s expertise by having scientific writing course.  Since most of the articles submitted to EJHS come from academicians of Jimma University, we thought that upgrading the writing skills of the faculty could upgrade the quality of the journal.  
For the training, Jimma University colleagues mainly Dr Amare and Dr Berhanu developed detail proposal and working schedule. The training was designed on two sessions each lasting for 5 days and about 40 academicians to participate in each. Discussion was made between Jimma colleagues and Dr Harold Sox and June 2010 was decided to be the appropriate month for the training. While preparations are ongoing in Jimma, Dr Harold Sox and his wife Ms Carol Sox travelled all the way from the United States and arrived in Addis on June 1, 2010. Since they missed their flight to Jimma, they passed one night in Addis and arrive to Jimma on June 2, 2010.

Training  

The first week of June was dedicated to detail discussion on the content and modality of the training between Jimma colleagues and Dr Harold Sox. At the same time he was preparing the lecture series, examples and exercises.

After all these the first round of the training was started on June 8, 2010 where about 40 academicians from the six colleges of Jimma University participated. Majority completed the five days training (list attached). 
The second round training was held from June 15-20, 2010 where similar number of participants enrolled from the six colleges of Jimma University.
While Dr Harold Sox was busy on the training (planning, preparation and delivery), besides her direct support on the training, Ms Carol Sox was helping as in completing necessary information for the ManuscriptCentral/ScholarOne software. She was also helpful installing software to our computers. 

The detail of the training arrangement and modality is explained in Dr Harold Sox report (see the attachment ‘Some thoughts on teaching scientific writing in Ethiopia’).
Evaluation
Though we didn’t do formal evaluation of the training, most trainees liked the content and the approach and also promised to produce publishable manuscripts. By now, four months after the training, the flow of manuscripts to EJHS has significantly increased. Overall, I confidently say the training was very helpful for the young academicians of Jimma University. 
Cost 

Thanks to their kindness, Dr Harold Sox and Ms Carol Sox covered their transportation fare all the way to Jimma and the return. The costs covered by Jimma University were; hotel cost during their stay in Jimma (about 800- 1000 USD), refreshment cost (about 1200 USD).

